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From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad…I Thes. 1:8
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  This is the day!

(Psa 118:24 KJV)  This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
(Psa 118:24 NIV)  This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
At long last, the day we longed for, the day we aimed for has materialised. This is our third attempt to hold a Thanksgiving Service unto the Lord; the first was on our 3rd Anniversary and the second was on our 5th Anniversary. However circumstances did not allow us to do so.

Today, our 10th Anniversary is therefore the Day the Lord has made for us to thank and praise Him for all His kindness, goodness and greatness in leading, guiding, supporting and providing for us. 

Yes, we will rejoice and be glad in it.
At the same time we would invite all the saints in Penang, as well as the faithful prayer-partners who have been interceding with us all these ten years, the Lord’s servants in the vineyard who have supplied us with news of their labour for the Lord (some even came for our Mission Nights personally) – yea, everyone who is on this mission adventure with us directly or indirectly, and admittedly, while many of you cannot be present for obvious reasons, though nearly 250 have already indicated that they will be present, whether in spirit or in form, we invite you all to…
Come, let us rejoice and be glad in it!

This day the Mission Night has reached a Milestone in its history.

If not for the Grace of God, we just cannot believe that its small and humble beginning as an alternative to a poorly attended midweek local assembly prayer meeting can now become a bimonthly Mission Night supported by all the assemblies in Penang to soar and spread its wings into prayer-space to cover the cries coming from Afghanistan, Australia, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Indonesia, Kazakhstan, Middle-east (Syria, Lebanon, Israel), Myanmar, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Thailand, and Vietnam.

This day we raise a Memorial to God in the form of two Monuments as we look back to the past ten years and see how wonderfully God has provided for us. [Cf. The Memorial of the Passover (Exo. 12:14; 13:9) and Memorial of the twelve stones taken from Jordan’s bed (Josh. 4:7) serving as Reminders for and Reinforcement of God’s people’s faith in Him]. Then we look forward with much assurance that this same God will provide for us in the years ahead, as He did for us in the past. The two Monuments we have raised and will continue to maintain are the Mission Night and The ECHOS. They are really tokens of His Grace and Mercy to us in sustaining us this past decade.

As was pointed out above, the Mission Night had a small humble beginning.

So did The ECHOS. It started with just four pages of prayer items mentioning mostly local needs. This issue has over 25 pages bringing before God’s Throne of Grace worldwide needs.

This day two Missionaries stand out as those associated with us from the very beginning. We rejoice that they can be with us amidst their very busy schedules. They will take part effectively in our Mission Night Thanksgiving Programme. They are Loh Ah Asiau and Andrew Cowell. Loh is from Gospel Outreach Worldwide (GOWW) and he was the first special guest speaker whom we invited for our Mission Night. Tonight he will give the Mission Challenge. Andrew is from Grace International Ministries (GIM) of Indonesia. He was the first to be challenged to go out to serve in Indonesia when he listened to God speaking through Chuck Harrison whom he drove out to Penang to speak at our Mission Night. He answered God’s Call to do so after he finished his duties in GLO, Taiping. Today, he will testify of his relationship with Mission Night. 

This day the Mission of Mission Night and The ECHOS has been largely fulfilled. We set out at the beginning…

· To Create Mission Awareness of assembly missionaries and missions among the saints in Penang which was conspicuously missing since the “foreign” missionaries left the island. Mr. W. Wilson was the last to leave.


Over the last ten years we have brought in assembly missionaries from all over to report on their work. 


Today, all Penang assemblies are not only aware of them, they pray for, have fellowship with and support them. 

· To Challenge the saints in Penang to be involved in Missions.

Today Burmah Road Gospel Hall has commended Chan Mei Lai to serve in Indonesia; Island Glades Gospel Centre has commended Annie Khoo Seok Chin to Cambodia and Sungei Nibong Gospel Hall has commended Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Jevaraj to Taiping. 

From Penang Short-tem Mission Teams have gone to the OA Settlements in Malaysia, to India, Kazakhstan, Cambodia, Indonesia, Myanmar, Romania, etc.

· To Channel gifts to assembly Missionaries and Missions.

Today, for every Mission Night we collect thousands of Ringgit Malaysia and forward them to designated missionaries and missions all over the world. We also helped channel funds to the assembly tsunami victims and survivors to help rehabilitate them and their families.

This day we prove the Meaning of Living by faith in principle and practice.

The Mission Night and The ECHOS seek to publicise this important mission principle characteristic of our assembly missionaries in the past. It was first expounded by Anthony Norris Groves, George Muller, etc. in our assembly movement in the early nineteenth century and followed up by many others after them. The ECHOS too exists and subsists by faith by choice. In order to substantiate our belief of living by faith as the mission principle among the Lord’s servants, we decided to trust God and look to Him for His provision in the publication and distribution of The ECHOS. So far He has never failed us. An instance is this issue, when our funds were down. Then unexpectedly we had two anonymous gifts to provide us the means to come up with this bigger issue and for distribution to a bigger number. Our Lord never fails.

This day two Men in our Mission Committee stand out for their faithfulness all these ten years. Kenneth Oh and David Lim were with the Chairman from the beginning of Mission Night. Kenneth faithfully displays the layout of The ECHOS after the Chairman has compiled and passed to him the draft copy. David faithfully takes care of the Mission Night logistics. Both are still carrying out the same duties today. But beginning from tomorrow, Kenneth will perform the duty of the Chairman and still take charge of The ECHOS. As the Chairman steps aside, he claims God’s promise for Kenneth: As I was with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. (Josh. 1:5)
Pray for these two faithful men, and Grace Tsang, the Secretary, Jesamine Lee, the ECHOS Treasurer and Tan Aik Meng assisting David in the Logistics. The post of Mission Night treasurer has been vacant for over a year. Do pray that the Lord will raise someone to fill it. We would also remember those who served in the Mission Committee at one time or other, viz. Ong Peng Woon, Yeong Chee Fun, Yuen Chia Ying, Choon Huan Poh, and Tan Hin Oon who left the committee because of their being transferred out of Penang island in connection with their professional duties. Doreen Ch’ng Lee Eng left us for the U.S. to be married. Cheah Eng Khim left us for home in heaven, while his wife retired to be at home with her family. Chan Mei Lai left us for Indonesia to serve the Lord there. We are also thankful to Ung Soon Eng, Melisa Ooi and Lee Kim Seong, though not in the committee, help us in the sidelines. A few others also render us assistance when we need it from time to time. We thank God for all of them on this Thanksgiving Day.
This day we are holding the 10th Anniversary Mission Night Thanksgiving Service. Yesterday we held a Mission Seminar in conjunction with the Anniversary. This is the first time we are holding such a Mission Seminar and we were honoured that Loh Ah Asiau of GOWW agreed to conduct it. He spoke on “Malaysian Assembly Missions (in the context of 150 years of Blessings)”. Five Malaysian Mission Groups participated in giving their reports and also in the exhibition. The groups were: GOWW (Gospel Outreach Worldwide), MMS Trust (Malaysian Missionary Services Trust), MMM (Malaysia Myanmar Ministry), OAM (Orang Asli Ministry) and GLO (Gospel Literature Outreach, Malaysia). Over 200 mainly from assemblies in Penang and Perak participated at the seminar.

Today is the 10th Anniversary Mission Night Thanksgiving Service. The first hour will see the Mission Committee reviewing their ten-year history experiencing God’s Goodness and Greatness in a Powerpoint Presentation followed by an interview of some important characters connected with the Mission Night including Andrew Cowell. The Thanksgiving Service will conclude with a Mission Challenge by Loh Ah Asiau speaking on “Mission Partnership in the Context of Autonomy” followed by a fellowship dinner to conclude this day.
Indeed This is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.
We take this opportunity to thank ALL of YOU for being with us all these ten years.

To God be all the Glory!
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